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FACULTY NEWS 
Dr. Fowler Steps Down 
Dr. George R. Fowler, head of the De-
partment of Surgery and Medicine, will be 
retiring from his administrative duties 
this July but will continue as a professor 
in the department. He will long be re-
membered by the students and faculty of 
Veterinary Medicine at Iowa State Col-
lege. 
In 1890, George Fowler was born in 
Grass Lake, Mich., a small town a few 
miles west of Ann Arbor. At 13 years of 
age Dr. Fowler went with his parents to 
England. His father, being a Minister of 
the Christian Church, was sent to England 
for a few years on a "Minister Exchange" 
program similar to our present day stu-
dent exchanges. The town to which the 
Fowler family was sent was Southport, 
England, a sea side town of about 60,000. 
Dr. Fowler continued his education in pri-
vate schools of England until he had ob-
tained an equivalent of a high school edu-
cation in America. Later Dr. Fowler com-
pleted one year of study in the Univer-
sity of Manchester before the family re-
turned to the United States. 
Dr. Fowler went with his parents to 
New Mexico and the next 2 years saw a 
happy go-lucky, irresponsible boy of 18 
working in mines or construction work, 
just simply having a good time. During 
this time his excursions carried him over 
most all of New Mexico and Arizona. He 
soon realized that a man has to offer more 
than his back and muscles to get ahead in 
the world and so decided to return to 
school. He then entered the University 
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of Missouri and studied General Agricul-
ture for one year but soon he was home-
sick for the west and once again left 
school and went to Idaho. 
Dr. Fowler went to work with the U .S. 
Reclaimation service which was putting in 
an irrigation project near Boise. While on 
this job he found that there was still home-
stead land available and in 1911 home-
steaded a farm near Nampa, Idaho. Dur-
ing his years on the farm Dr. Fowler rea-
lized that the limiting factor in livestock 
production is disease and he became very 
much interested in this matter. Also, to 
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bolster his interest he became acquainted 
with Dr. Hostetler who was a practicing 
Veterinarian in that area. Dr. Fowler 
spent a lot of time riding with Dr. Hos-
tetler who urged him to study Veterinary 
Medicine. 
In 1916 Dr. Fowler entered the State 
College of Washington to study Veterinary 
Medicine. This was an intermittant edu-
cation, as often he would drop out of 
school for a year or more to catch up on 
the farming and to get a little money 
ahead. Dr. Fowler's farm was in a rather 
out of the way place and in those horse 
and buggy days Dr. Hostetler hated to tra-
vel clear down there on calls so he often 
referred his calls in that area to the stu-
dent George Fowler. Dr. Fowler says, "It 
was good experience for me but tough on 
the live stock." He chuckled as he re-
called one incident that happened on one 
of these calls he had made as a student. 
"One time when I was a freshman I was 
sent down to see a mule colt that had a 
dislocation of the stifle. The farmers had 
been working with the colt most of the 
day trying to replace the patella and were 
completely frustrated when I came along. 
Not knowing what it was I just started to 
palpate the stifle a little when suddenly 
the patella fell into place and the colt 
walked off cured. I was standing there 
wondering just what I had done when 
the owner exclaimed, 'See, that's what 
comes from knowing your business!' I 
went home .and got out Sisson's Anatomy 
and finally figured out what had hap-
pened." 
Dr. Fowler finally graduated from State 
College of Washington in 1925, 9 years 
after he had started. The Anatomy De-
partment offered him a position upon 
graduation and he stayed on until 1928. 
At that time he came to Iowa State Col-
lege as Assistant Professor of Anatomy. 
In 1928 Dr. Fowler married Miss Edna 
M. Doyl, a graduate of the University of 
Washington with a Master's degree in Bac-
teriology. They have one daughter, Mar-
garet, a graduate of Iowa State College in 
1949. She is now Mrs. William N. Suther-
land and is living in Rochester, Minn., 
where her husband is a soils specialist 
with the Extension Service of the Univer-
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sity of Minn. The Fowlers have two 
grandchildren. During the war emergency 
Mrs. Fowler taught in the Department of 
General Bacteriology for 5 years. 
In 1929, Dr. Guard resigned as head of 
the Department of Surgery to go to Ohio 
State University - just 3 days before the 
fall term was to begin. Dr. Fowler was 
asked to step into the Department of Sur-
gery on a temporary basis only. Dr. Fow-
ler liked the work and this turned into one 
of the longest temporary jobs in history. 
In 1931 he was made acting head of the 
. department and in 1932 was made head 
and professor. Dr. Fowler remained in 
this position until 1953 when the Depart-
ments of Medicine and Surgery were 
united and he was made head of these 
combined departments. 
Dr. Fowler is a member of The Ameri-
can Veterinary Medical Association, The 
Iowa Veterinary Medical Association and 
an honorary member of the Eastern Iowa 
Veterinary Medical Association. He also 
is a member of Alpha Psi, Phi Kappa Phi, 
Phi Zeta, Alpha Zeta and Gamma Sigma 
Delta honorary fraternities. He is a mem-
ber of Cardinal Key,The Philologic.al So-
ciety, the Episcopal Church, the Masonic 
Lodge and an honorary member of the 
Iowa State College Players. Dr. Fowler 
has served on many divisional and college 
committees. He helped create the Iowa 
State College Veterinarian and has served 
as advisor for this publication since its 
founding in 1938. In addition he has been 
on the program for many national and 
state meetings and has contributed to sev-
eral of the veterinary publications. 
He is a member of the Campus Audio-
Visual Materials Committee of Iowa State 
College. For several years he was an as-
sociate editor of the Journal of the Ameri-
can Veterinary Medical Association. Dr. 
Fowler is widely known for his work with 
horses. 
Photography has always been a major 
hobby with Dr. Fowler. He has been in-
strumental in developing the Visual Aids 
methods of instruction in the Veterinary 
Clinic. At present we have a movie cam-
era, a movie projector, a 2 x 2 projector 
for colored slides and also a lantern slide 
projector. 
Iowa State College Veterinarian 
Dean Merchant has asked Dr. Fowler 
to take charge of Visual Instruction Ma-
terial for the Veterinary Clinic and they 
are hoping in the future to build up a 
complete library of lantern slides, colored 
slides and motion pictures for class room 
work and lectures. 
Dr. Fowler states that he has enjoyed 
these years very much and that it has 
been very stimulating to work with young 
people. Dr. George Fowler, Iowa State 
College, The Veterinary Division and the 
Iowa State College Veterinarian salute 
you and say thanks for a job well done. 
- Gordon Held 
Dr. Taylor 
Dr. Milton Taylor has recently joined 
the staff of the Department of Veterinary 
Hygiene. 
Dr. Taylor graduated from the Univer-
sity of Missouri in 1951. He also holds a 
B. S. degree in Agriculture from the same 
institution. 
After graduating Dr. Taylor remained 
at the University of Missouri as an in-
structor. For the last 18 months he prac-
ticed in Versailles, Missouri. 
Dr. Taylor is married and has one son, 
7 months old. 
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BIRTHS 
A boy, Allen Elroy, was born March 20 
to Dr. and Mrs. E. C. Jensen in Ames. Dr. 
Jensen is a member of the Veterinary staff 
at Iowa State College. 
GENERAL NEWS 
Dr. D. L. Baker will attend the Amer-
ican Animal Hospital Association meeting 
on May 4-7 in Detroit, Michigan. 
Dr. B. W. Kingrey presented a paper 
on "Cattle Diseases" at the North Central 
Iowa Veterinary Association held in Ft. 
Dodge, April 21st. 
Dr. O. W. Whitcomb will present a pa-
per on 'Wound Treatment in Horses" at 
the National Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion meeting being held in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 
Drs. J. C. Picken Jr. and W. R. Bauri-
edel presented a paper "Reactions of Cy-
anocobalamin and Aquocobalamin with 
Proteins" before the meeting of the Fed-
eration of American Societies for Exper-
imental Biology, April 11, in San Francis-
co. 
The North Central Technical Commit-
tee on Baby Pig Losses will hold its spring 
meeting at Iowa State College May 19 and 
20th. Dr. W. P. Switzer is the Veterinary 
Medical Research Institute representative 
on the committee. 
Dr. B. W. Kingrey will present two pa-
pers to the California State Veterinary 
Medical Association meeting to be held 
June 20-22. "Syndrome of Traumatic Gas-
tritis," and '''Lameness in Cattle" are the 
papers being presented. The third day he 
will give a clinical demonstration. 
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Dr. O. W. Whitcomb attended the Iowa 
Horse and Mule Breeders Association 
meeting, held March 2, in the Memorial 
Union, Ames, Iowa. 
Dr. F. K. Ramsey, Department of Path-
ology, participated in a conference on mu-
cosal disease held at Purdue University 
February 7 and 8. 
Dr. R. A. Packer, Professor and Head 
of the Department of Veterinary Hygiene, 
attended a testimonial program and din-
ner at East Lansing, Mich., April 28, hon-
oring Dr. R. A. Runnels, and Dr. Stafseth. 
Dr. Packer gave an honor lecture entitled, 
"A Review of Progress in Animal Virol-
ogy." 
Dr. J. R. Collier, Department of Veteri-
nary Hygiene, spoke at a short course for 
refrigerated locker operators April 27. 
Dr. L. E. Barnes, Department of Veteri-
nary Hygiene, was)nitiated into Phi Kap-
pa Phi April 21. Dr. J. R. Collier, Depart-
ment of Veterinary Hygiene, presided. 
The Veterinary Hygiene department 
will present a program on the Farm Facts 
Program over WOI-TV on May 23. 
Dr. M. S. Hofstad attended the meeting 
of the Program Committee of the Amer-
ican Veterinary Medical Association III 
Minneapolis March 21 and 22. 
Dr. H. E. Biester presented a paper be-
fore the Cedar Valley Veterinary Society 
which met at Waterloo, Iowa, on Febru-
ary 14. 
Dr. J. C. Picken Jr. attended a confer-
ence on trichloroethylene soybean meal 
toxicity in Peoria, Illinois, on March 7. 
Drs. B. W. Kingrey, M. J. Johnson and 
O. W. Whitcomb plan to attend the East-
ern Iowa Veterinary Association meeting 
held in Cedar Rapids May 10. Drs. King-
rey and Johnson are to be on the Animal 
Diagnosis committee while Dr. Whitcomb 
will be on the Surgery Committee. 
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Dr. D. L. Baker presented three papers 
to the annual Indiana State Veterinary 
Medical Association meeting January 12, 
in Indianapolis. The topics were "Med-
icinal Therapy," "Otitis Externa" and 
"Management of the Canine Cardiac." 
DATES FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
ANNOUNCED 
Announcement of the Annual Confer-
ence for Veterinarians, to be held in Great 
Hall, Memorial Union on the Iowa State 
College campus July 26-27,19'55, was made 
by the Veterinary Medical Short Course 
Committee chairman, M. A. Emmerson. 
Registration for the Conference will be 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the lobby of the 
Memorial Union. The registration fee will 
be $3.00, this will include abstracts of all 
scientific papers presented. The abstracts 
will be a new innovation this year. The 
scientific sessions will start immediately 
following a welcoming address by Presi-
dent James H. Hilton or Provost James 
J. Jensen. The scientific program will deal 
exclusively with diseases and nutrition of 
cattle. During the two-day conference, 
14 specialists will discuss cattle disease 
and nutrition problems of vital current in-
terest to the veterinary practitioners of 
the middle west. 
A feature of special interest to alumni 
of the Division of Veterinary Medicine of 
Iowa State College will be the introduc-
tion of the athletic coaching staff and pos-
sibly short talks by the various head 
coaches. 
Reservations for hotel or motel accom-
modations can be secured through Dr. C. 
D. Lee, Poultry Extension Veterinarian, 
Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa. 
Pre-par tum milking should be frowned 
upon unless absolutely necessary to re-
lieve udder tension. Milking before calv-
ing may cause the cow to secrete milk in-
stead of the very valuable colostrum at 
calving time, as well as possibly reducing 
the subsequent milk yield. 
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